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GDA Reporting Subcommittee

Membership: 

• Mark Meade (Chair), Chad Baker, Lynn Dupont, Bobbi Lenczowski, Cy Smith, Gary 
Thompson 

Subcommittee Role:

• Work with FGDC OS staff & NGAC leadership to plan and coordinate NGAC’s 
submission of comments as part of the GDA reporting process

• Identify areas of focus for NGAC review and assess the utility of the reports 

• Collect/synthesize NGAC’s comments on the GDA reports

• Document and communicate lessons learned and recommendations for 
improving the process for future reports.



FY 2022 GDA Annual Reports – Status

• FGDC agencies used common criteria, reporting templates, and processes –
including agency self-assessments of performance – to complete the 2022 GDA 
annual reports

• All 2022 annual reports completed and posted on FGDC website, along with 
covered agency and NGDA dashboards 

• FGDC submitted Summary of FY 2022 GDA Annual Reports to NGAC for review 
and comment on February 27, 2023

• NGAC GDA Reporting Subcommittee requested comments from NGAC 
members, met with FGDC team, and compiled consolidated set of NGAC 
comments
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FGDC Responses to FY 2021 NGAC Comments – Summary 

• FGDC discussed NGAC comments 
with GDA working group and NGDA 
Theme leads

• FGDC team reviewed NGAC 
comments as plans for FY 2022 GDA 
reports were developed

• FGDC team has documented 
responses to NGAC comments in 
spreadsheet distributed to NGAC 
GDA Reporting Subcommittee
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2022 GDA Audits

• Covered Agency Inspectors General completed biennial audits 
of agency compliance with GDA requirements in 2022

• FGDC staff has coordinated with Inspectors General council 
(CIGIE) to provide information on GDA reporting approach

• Key points:
• CIGIE indicated that standards were a focus area for the 2022 audits
• Each agency IG has discretion in determining focus of audit, 

approaches varied from agency to agency
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GDA Report to Congress 2023

2023 Report to Congress will include: 
-Summary and highlights from FY2021 & FY2022 GDA annual reports
-Key GDA-related agency achievements
-NGAC comments and recommendations
-Key FGDC messages for Congressional Committees



FY 2022 GDA Report - NGAC Comments
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Focus areas for NGAC comments on 2022 GDA Report Summary:
1. Positive elements

- What was successful in the initial GDA report summary?

2. Areas needing improvement
- What areas need improvement?

3. Recommendations for future reports
- What can FGDC do to improve future versions of the GDA annual report summaries?

4. Other Comments
- NGAC members provided high-level comments, under the focus areas above, to the 

GDA Reporting Subcommittee



NGAC Review & Comment

9

Positive Elements
• FGDC Reporting Approach

- Improvements to reporting processes through standardized criteria and online tools.

• Summary of Results
- Appreciate that NGAC feedback was directly incorporated in this year’s report.
- Continue to support and see value in the dashboards and appreciate progress made 

to make status easy to read and understand.

• Overview
- Cross agency efforts to analyze GDA requirements and collaborative work between 

agencies was noted as an important accomplishment.



NGAC Review & Comment
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Areas Needing Improvement
• Executive Summary

- With 14% of lead agencies meeting expectations, there is still plenty of work to do.

• Changes to GDA Annual Reporting
- Dashboards are very helpful but need additional usability refinements.

• General Comments
- Valuable to compare the percentages of meet/pass/fail in the executive summary to 

the 2021 values (they are indicated as +/- in the table later in the report, but it would 
be good to have that info as a percentage comparison up front in the executive 
summary).



NGAC Review & Comment
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Recommendations for Future Reports
• Executive Summary

- In the future, it would be helpful if commentary was provided on the covered agency 
self-evaluations that have ratings inconsistent with the Inspector General reports. To be 
specific, in several cases, the IG finds that meeting the 13 requirements is "making 
progress" and the covered agency acknowledges and concurs with the IG findings and 
yet its report to FGDC often claims that it "meets requirements.“

- The Executive Summary describes changes in the reporting process and the results of 
the performance and statistical accomplishments of meeting the requirements for 
reporting but does describe why that is important.  Adding the benefit of this 
information for Congress to understand the value of geospatial information could be 
impactful for future requests of assistance, responding to audits, and so forth.



NGAC Review & Comment
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Recommendations for Future Reports
• Changes to GDA Annual Reporting

- If a self-evaluation with a "-" indicates a lower rating than in the past year, it would help 
to know why an "M" was replaced with a "P " or why an "F" was introduced. The 
covered agency summary reports did not include an explanation. Having some insight 
into the cause of the decrease in the rating would be helpful. 



NGAC Review & Comment
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Other Comments
• Key Observations

- While the dashboards present the reporting information in a simple manner, they do 
not clearly convey the status of the effort due to subjectivity in how ratings are defined 
and applied.  Further, the ratings should be evaluated to see if a change is needed to 
improve the effectiveness of conveying status of requirements for the themes.

• Challenges and Observations
- Suggest adding language to the Challenges section to discuss the need for a 'standards 

baseline' in order to effectively measure progress of GDA Implementation. Consider 
adding a section focused on FGDC Challenges to advance the GDA.
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GDA Reporting – Next Steps

NGAC:
• Action: NGAC approval of NGAC comments on 2022 GDA Report Summary
• Action: In 2023/2024, the GDA Subcommittee will review and provide 

comments on the individual covered agency and NGDA data theme annual 
reports

FGDC:
• Incorporate NGAC comments into 2023 GDA Report to Congress
• Review and address NGAC comments on 2022 GDA Report
• Develop plan & timeline for FY 2023 GDA Reports
• Continue coordination with IG offices in preparation for 2024 GDA audits 
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