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FGDC Infrastructure—the People Who Make It Happen (Last year’s title – need new title)
The Secretary of the Department of the Interior chairs the Federal Geographic Data Committee; a group comprised of federal organizations including the Executive Office of the President, and Cabinet-level and independent federal agencies. The Deputy Director for Management, Office of Management and Budget, serves as vice-chair. Numerous collaborating partners represent the interests of state, tribal, and local governments, as well as industry, academic, and professional organizations. The FGDC’s Steering Committee, Coordination Group, Secretariat Staff, thematic subcommittees, and working groups provide the basic structure for individuals and institutions to interact regarding all aspects of National Spatial Data Infrastructure implementation.  Collectively they establish and implement strategic guidance and specific actions supporting collection, sharing, dissemination, and use of geospatial data to further develop the NDSI.

[Graphics: Insert organizational chart in this section. 
Steering Committee

The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Steering Committee is the policy-level interagency group responsible for overseeing Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-16 related activities and implementation of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The Steering Committee’s focus is providing executive leadership and establishing policy to coordinate geospatial activities between, among, and within federal agencies. The committee, comprised of the Federal Senior Agency Officials for Geospatial Information, meets quarterly in Washington, DC.  (See Exhibit 1 for a list of Steering Committee members and their associated organizations.)

Coordination Group

The FGDC Coordination Group advises the day-to-day business of the FGDC, carrying out the interagency coordination and implementation of the NSDI at the operational level. It also facilitates and oversees the work of the FGDC subcommittees and working groups. The Coordination Group meets monthly in Washington, DC and is comprised of representatives from federal agencies and stakeholder groups.

Secretariat Staff

The FGDC Secretariat Staff provides staff support for the FGDC subcommittees and performs the following tasks:

· Administers the FGDC standards program.

· Initiates and participates in FGDC subcommittees and working groups.

· Drafts policies and procedures for approval by the Steering Committee.

· Administers the NSDI CAP Grants.

· Administers the FGDC International Spatial Data Infrastructure program.

· Manages the NSDI training and outreach program, which includes conducting workshops, delivering presentations, exhibiting at conferences, and publishing the FGDC newsletter.

· Maintains the FGDC Web site.
· Manages all administrative requirements associated with scheduling and conducting meetings 
· Undertakes staff analysis, technical development and other activities on behalf of the Coordination Group (See Exhibit 2 for a list of Secretariat Staff members.)

Thematic Subcommittees

Circular A-16 enumerates 34 data themes of national significance and assigns responsibility for each of the themes to one or more federal agencies. Formal thematic subcommittees are established for 9 of the data themes.

Federal agencies lead the thematic subcommittees, each focused on a particular NSDI spatial data theme. Lead agency responsibilities and new data themes may be added or altered by FGDC recommendation and OMB concurrence.

Highlight 1-2 subcommittees:  Last year it was the re-launch of Wetlands Subcommittee and the focus on the Historical Data Subcommittee.

Consider:  Marine and Coastal Spatial Data & _______________________________

Definitions of the nine thematic subcommittees appear in the following chart.

	Thematic Subcommittee
	Lead Agency/ Agencies
	Definition of Spatial Data Theme

	*Cadastral
	DOI BLM
	The geographic extent of past, current, and future right, title, and interest in real property; the framework to support the description of that geographic extent. Geographic extent includes survey and description frameworks; e.g., Public Land Survey System, parcel-by-parcel surveys and descriptions.

	Cultural and Demographic Statistics
	DOC USCB
	Geospatially referenced data that describe characteristics of people: nature of structures in which they live, work; economic, other activities they pursue; facilities they use to support their health, recreational, other needs; environmental consequences of their presence; boundaries, names, numeric codes of geographic entities used to report information collected.


	*Geodetic Control
	DOC NOAA
	Common reference system for establishing coordinates for all geographic data. All NSDI framework data and users' applications data require geodetic control to accurately register spatial data. The National Spatial Reference System is the fundamental geodetic control for the United States.



	Geologic
	DOI USGS
	Geologic mapping information and related geoscience spatial data (associated geophysical, geochemical, geochronologic, paleontologic data) that can contribute to National Geologic Map Database as pursuant to Public Law 106-148.

	Marine & Coastal Spatial Data 
	Co-leaders:

DOC NOAA and

DOI, MMS
	Promotes accurate and current standards in marine and coastal spatial data financed in whole or in part by federal funds; exchanges information on technological improvements for collecting marine and coastal spatial data; encourages the federal and non-federal community to identify and adopt standards and specifications for marine and coastal spatial data; and collects and processes the requirements for federal and non-federal organizations for marine and coastal spatial data.

	*Transportation
	DOT BTS
	Used to model geographic locations, interconnectedness, and characteristics of transportation system in the United States; includes physical and nonphysical components representing all modes of travel that enable movement of goods and people between locations.

	Vegetation
	USDA Forest Service
	Collection of plants or plant communities with distinguishable characteristics that occupy an area of interest. Existing vegetation covers or is visible at or above land or water surface and does not include abiotic factors that tend to describe potential vegetation.

	Spatial Water Data (Advisory Committee on Water Information)
	Co-leaders:

DOI USGS and

USDA NRCS
	The Advisory Committee on Water Information (ACWI) advises the federal government, through DOI USGS, on the coordination of federal water information programs.  The purpose of ACWI is to represent the interests of water-information users and professionals in advising the federal government on activities and plans related to federal water-information programs and the effectiveness of those programs in meeting the nation’s water-information needs.

	Wetlands
	DOI USFWS
	Provides classification, location, and extent of wetlands and deepwater habitats; no attempt to define the proprietary limits or jurisdictional wetland boundaries of any federal, state, or local agencies.



* Indicates framework theme.

Working Groups

Working groups crosscut the subcommittees and focus on infrastructure issues spanning many subcommittees.

Highlight 1 - 2 working groups.  Last year the Clearinghouse Working Group and the Homeland Security Working Group were highlighted.  Maybe the Standards WG and the Geospatial Enterprise Architecture COP could be highlighted.
Descriptions of the Working Groups are listed in the following chart.

	Working Group
	LEAD Agency
	Description

	Biological Data
	DOI USGS BRD
	The Biological Data Working Group is established to promote development and coordination of standards for biological data in order to increase compatibility in the development, use, sharing, and dissemination of biological data among government agencies and other interested institutions. The Working Group will develop means to facilitate the sharing and consistent use of biological data standards and protocols, and will help encourage interagency partnerships in developing and implementing these standards and protocols. The Working Group will help integrate biological data standards activities into the National Spatial Data Infrastructure and the National Biological Information Infrastructure.

	Clearinghouse
	DOI USGS
	The Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) is tasked by Executive Order 12906 to develop procedures and assist in the implementation of a distributed discovery mechanism for digital geospatial data. Using the data elements defined in the FGDC Metadata Standard, governmental, non-profit, and commercial participants publish their geospatial resources to the Clearinghouse Network.

	Facilities
	DOD USACE
	The Tri-Service CADD/GIS Technology Center establishes a centralized vehicle for governmental agencies (federal, state and local) as well as the private sector to discuss and analyze the need for accomplishment of specific tasks and application developments where appropriate.  The Center serves as the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Working Group on Facilities, Infrastructure and the Environment, actively supporting the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) as defined by E.O. 12906, Coordinating Geographic Data Acquisition and Access: The National Spatial Data Infrastructure.

	Geospatial Applications & Interoperability
	NASA
	The goal of the Geospatial Applications and Interoperability (GAI) working group is to enable government, industry and the public to gain knowledge or make decisions through access to geographic information. GAI promotes technology standards and specific application projects.

	Geospatial Enterprise Architecture Community of Practice
	DOI USGS
	The Geospatial Enterprise Architecture Community of Practice (COP) was convened through the request of the Architecture and Infrastructure Committee of the CIO Council and FGDC to develop guidance known as the “Geospatial Profile of the Federal Enterprise Architecture (FEA).” Version 1 of the Geospatial Profile was published in January 2006 to provide agency architects and business planners with information about how to integrate standard geospatial practices into agency business practices.  The primary objective of the COP is to improve the understanding and integration of geospatial concepts by mainstream governmental business planners and technical practitioners through a variety of outreach mechanisms.

	Historical Data
	NARA
	The Historical Data Working Group is established to promote an awareness among federal agencies of the historical dimension to geospatial data; to facilitate the long-term retention, storage, and accessibility of selected historically valuable geospatial data; and to establish a mechanism for the coordinated development, use, sharing, and dissemination of historically valuable geospatial data which have been financed in whole or part by federal funds.

	Homeland Security
	DHS
	The Homeland Security Working Group ensures that the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) supports the preparation for, prevention of, protection against, response to, and recovery from threats to the nation's population centers and critical infrastructures that are of terrorist, criminal, accidental, or natural origin and related adverse events.

	Marine Boundary
	DOC NOAA

&

DOI MMS
	The Marine Boundary Working Group (MBWG) fosters integrated approaches to the legal and geospatial descriptions of marine boundaries and mapping of marine boundary features within the territorial water of the United States. The goals of the working group are to make maximum use of public resources to avoid duplicating efforts; provide a venue for communicating and coordinating on marine boundary activities; and to use standardized methodologies to produce more complete and usable marine boundary data, metadata, and charts.

	Metadata
	DOI/USGS
	The Metadata Working Group promotes and coordinates geospatial metadata activities among FGDC member agencies in support of the National Spatial Data Infrastructure. The Metadata Working Group promotes awareness among FGDC member agencies of the metadata dimension to geospatial data; to facilitate the evolution and revision of the Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata (CSDGM); and to establish a mechanism for the coordination, development, use, sharing, and dissemination of geospatial metadata among FGDC member agencies.

	Standards
	DOI USGS
	The FGDC Standards Working Group (SWG) actively promotes and coordinates FGDC standards activities. The SWG provides guidance on FGDC standards policy and procedures, facilitates coordination between subcommittees having overlapping standards activities, and reviews and makes recommendations on the approval of standards proposals, draft standards for public review, and draft standards for FGDC endorsement.


Collaborating Partners 

The FGDC involves public interest groups who participate within the committee structure to ensure that their needs are included in developing the NSDI. These coordinating partners include state, local, and tribal governments; academic institutions; and a broad array of private sector geographic, statistical, demographic, and other business information providers and users.

Collaborating partnerships are open to public, private, and nonprofit organizations with missions complementary to the FGDC.  Organizations interested in becoming partners are invited to send a request to the Secretariat. 

Current Non-Federal Collaborating Partners include:  **copied from their websites**
	The American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ASCM) is a non-profit educational organization whose goal is to advance the sciences of surveying and mapping and related fields, in furtherance of the welfare of those who use and make maps. ACSM encourages the development of educational programs and supports publications that represent the professional and technical interests of surveying and mapping. 

	Association of American Geographers (AAG) is a scientific and educational society whose members share interests in the theory, methods, and practice of geography and geographic education.

	Cartographic Users Advisory Council (CUAC) is an organization made up of twelve representatives from six national and regional library organizations dedicated to cartographic interests. CUAC was formed to provide a unified effort to enhance the distribution and knowledge of the cartographic products of U.S. government agencies.

	Geospatial Information and Technology Association (GITA) is a nonprofit educational association serving the global geospatial community. GITA promotes the awareness and use of geospatial information and technology to individuals and organizations of all types worldwide.

	International City/County Management Association (ICMA) is the professional and educational organization for chief appointed managers, administrators, and assistants in cities, towns, counties, and regional entities throughout the world.  Since 1914, ICMA has provided technical and management assistance, training, and information resources to its members and the local government community.

	National Association of State Chief Information Officers (NASCIO) represents state chief information officers and information resource executives and managers from the 50 states, six U. S. territories, and the District of Columbia. NASCIO's mission is to foster government excellence through quality business practices, information management, and technology policy.

	National Association of Counties (NACo), the only national organization that represents county governments in the United States, was founded in 1935.  NACo advances issues with a unified voice before the federal government, improves the public's understanding of county government, assists counties in finding and sharing innovative solutions through education and research, and provides value-added services to save counties and taxpayers money.

	National League of Cities (NLC) is the oldest and largest national organization representing municipal governments throughout the United States.  Its mission is to strengthen and promote cities as centers of opportunity, leadership, and governance.

	National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC), an advocacy organization for States in national geospatial policy initiatives, is engaged with eight federal committees and with a variety of other stakeholder groups as effective advocates for change. In 2006, NSGIC members continued working on implementation of the Fifty States Initiative, hosted two geospatial conferences dedicated to improving NSDI coordination and communication with all stakeholder groups, hosted a national workshop on strategic and business plan development with the FGDC, continued to develop and support the Ramona Inventory System, and continued advocating for the Imagery for the Nation proposal to spur improvements in the national program for producing orthoimagery.

	The Open Geospatial Consortium, Inc.® (OGC), a non-profit, international, voluntary consensus standards organization of more than 295 companies, government agencies, research organizations, and universities, is leading the development of standards for geospatial and location based services. In 2006, OGC…

	University Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS) is a non-profit organization of over 50 universities and other research institutions.  UCGIS emphasizes the multidisciplinary nature of GIS and the need for balance and cooperation among the disciplines.

	Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) facilitates the use and integration of information technologies to improve the quality of life in urban and regional environments. In 2006, URISA contributed to the building of the NSDI through its continued efforts to develop a street address standard.

	Western Governors’ Association (WGA) addresses important policy and governance issues in the West, advances the role of the Western states in the federal system, and strengthens the social and economic fabric of the region.  WGA develops policy and carries out programs in the areas of natural resources, the environment, human services, economic development, international relations and state governance.
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