FGDC Steering Committee Roles and Responsibilities

The Steering Committee is responsible for policy-level guidance of federal geospatial activities and interagency coordination and providing direction for the implementation of the NSDI, in accordance with existing law, statute, and policy.  The E-Government Act of 2002 and the subsequent OMB implementation guidance provide additional responsibilities to the FGDC to foster and guide the development of common protocols for geographic information.

The Steering Committee’s Chair is the Secretary of the Department of the Interior.  The Deputy Director for Management, OMB, serves as Vice-Chair.  The Chair and Vice-Chair may select designees to serve on their behalf.  All agencies responsible for NSDI spatial data themes are required to be members of the FGDC.  Steering Committee members shall be policy-level, senior executive officials responsible for coordinating their agencies’ OMB Circular A-16 responsibilities.  

The responsibilities of the Steering Committee members include:

· Overseeing coordination of the member agency's acquisition, management, development, maintenance, documentation, and dissemination of geospatial data using the National Spatial Data Clearinghouse and Geospatial One-Stop portal

· Overseeing coordination of geospatial investment management

· Attending all FGDC Steering Committee meetings (or sending a designated alternate)  

· Voting on the adoption of FGDC standards and decisions

· Promoting agency compliance with FGDC standards and responsibilities 
· Promoting the allocation of agency resources to fulfill the responsibilities of effective spatial data collection, production, and stewardship

· Ensuring the communication of key national geospatial activities within the agency and with the greater FGDC Community

· Appointing an agency representative and alternate to serve on the Coordination Group of the FGDC, one vote per agency

· Appointing representatives to lead or serve on FGDC subcommittees and/or working groups

· Promoting the benefits of coordinating and partnering among federal agencies in the development of the NSDI within the larger agency

· Serving as a champion for the use, value, and benefits of geospatial information in decision making and in the business of government

· Collaborating with the agency Chief Information Officer to ensure the agency leverages its cumulative geospatial information investments to benefit agency-wide business processes and support information technology programs.

