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Agenda

1:00 Welcome/Introductions Tim Petty (DOI), 
Maria Roat (OMB)

1:10

1:25

National Geospatial Advisory
Committee Report

NSDI Strategic Plan

GDA Working Group Activities

GDA Report to Congress

Mark Reichardt (NGAC Chair)

Carrie Stokes (USAID)

Amy Nelson (DOT)
John Mahoney (FGDC OS)

Ivan DeLoatch (FGDC)

2:25

2:40

Geospatial Platform

Federal Data Strategy FGDC Actions

Tod Dabolt (DOI)

Ken Shaffer (FGDC)

2:50

3:00

Wrap-up

Adjourn

Tim Petty (DOI)
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Welcome and Introductions

• Introductions

• Review of meeting objectives

• Approval of Meeting Minutes (October 2019, March 2020, June 2020)

Tim Petty (DOI)

• Update on A-16 Revision and Federal Data Strategy
Maria Roat (OMB)
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October 27-28, 2020 NGAC Meeting 
Summary 

Mark Reichardt, NGAC Chair
FGDC Steering Committee Meeting
October 27-28, 2020
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NGAC Membership – October 2020

Mr. Mark Reichardt (Chair)
Open Geospatial Consortium

Mr. Jack Dangermond
Esri

Ms. Felicia Retiz
Texas Water Development Authority

Dr. Sarah Battersby (Vice-Chair)
Tableau Research

Dr. William Haneberg
Kentucky Geological Survey

Dr. Vasit Sagan
St. Louis University

Douglas Adams
Baltimore County, MD

Mr. Mike Hussey
State of Utah

Ms. Amber Shultz
City of Lawrence, KS

Mr. Frank Avila
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency

Mr. Sanjay Kumar
World Geospatial Industry Council

Mr. Cy Smith
State of Oregon

Mr. Chad Baker
California Department of Transportation

Mr. Tony LaVoi
NOAA

Mr. Gary Thompson
State of North Carolina

Mr. Byron Bluehorse
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Ms. Roberta Lenczowski
Roberta E. Lenczowski Consulting, LLC

Mr. Tim Trainor
Trainor Consultants

Mr. Gar Clarke
State of New Mexico

Mr. Mark Meade
Quantum Spatial

Dr. May Yuan
University of Texas – Dallas

Mr. Garet Couch
National Tribal GIS Center

Dr. Siva Ravada
Oracle Corporation

Ivan DeLoatch (FGDC), Designated Federal Officer



October 2020 NGAC Meeting – Agenda

• Leadership Dialogue

• FGDC Report

• NSDI Strategic Plan

• Pandemic GIS Task Force

• GDA Report to Congress

• NGAC Subcommittee Reports
• Landsat Advisory Group
• Public-Private Partnerships
• Cultural/Historical Geospatial Resources

• NGAC Bylaws

• Planning for 2021 NGAC Activities
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Geospatial Data Act

GDA Report to Congress

• ACTION:  The FGDC is revising the draft GDA Report to 
Congress to address comments from NGAC members and FGDC 
agencies.  FGDC staff will keep the NGAC members apprised of 
the status of the report.

• ACTION: NGAC will designate a small group of members to 
coordinate with FGDC on establishing a process for providing 
NGAC comments on lead/covered agency annual reports 
regarding compliance with the GDA.    
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NSDI Strategic Plan

• NGAC has been closely 
engaged in development of 
the strategic plan.

• NGAC NSDI Subcommittee 
was instrumental in 
development of the Vision, 
Mission, and Guiding 
Principles.

• DECISION:  The NGAC 
approved a resolution 
endorsing the 2021-2024 
NSDI Strategic Plan 
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• Briefing from Pandemic GIS Task Force 
(includes members from NAPSG Foundation, 
NSGIC, URISA)

• Task Force Goal:  “Increase pandemic 
preparedness and unity of effort by enabling 
effective information sharing and use of 
location-enabled technology for informing 
critical decision making.”

• ACTION: NGAC and FGDC leadership will 
work with Pandemic GIS Task Force 
members to identify opportunities for 
collaboration between NGAC and Task Force 
related to the Task Force’s identified 
actions/next steps 

Pandemic GIS Task Force 
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Landsat Advisory Group (LAG)

DECISION:  The NGAC approved the 
paper, “Landsat Data: Community 
Standard for Data Calibration” pending 
minor formatting changes.

ACTION:  The LAG will continue working 
on the tasks outlined in the 2020 
guidance provided by USGS:

• Task 2: Formulating a Big Data 
Science challenge for land imaging 
time-series data (Due date: Dec. 2020)

• Task 3: Modernized interpretation of 
the Land Remote Sensing Policy Act of 
1992 (Due date: Dec. 2020)
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NGAC Subcommittees 

Public-Private Partnerships (P3) Subcommittee

• Action: The subcommittee will provide NGAC members with a 
final draft version of the P3 recommendation paper and case 
studies prior to December 2020 NGAC meeting. 

Cultural & Historical Geospatial Resources Subcommittee

• Action:  The subcommittee will continue to monitor progress on 
implementation of the recommendations included in the NGAC 
paper, “Protecting Federal Cultural and Historical Geospatial 
Resources.” 

Operations Subcommittee

• DECISION:  The NGAC approved a resolution adopting the 
revised NGAC bylaws, pending the addition of a version 
summary.  
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Discussion – Potential 2021 NGAC Study Topics

Current Need to Address Potential Topics

Ongoing:

• Landsat Advisory Group

Monitoring/Tracking:

• NSDI Strategic Plan

• Cultural/Historical 
Resources

• Public-Private Partnerships

• GDA Reporting –
Coordination of NGAC 
comments on GDA annual 
reports

• Privacy & protection of PII

• AI/ML – Approaches/ 
considerations for geospatial 
community

• Stakeholder engagement

• Future of GeoPlatform

• 2022 Datum modernization

• Power of Geospatial in 
Context

• U.S. Geospatial Strategy on 
Global Front
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Future Topics/Next Steps

ACTION:  

Based on the discussion this week, the NGAC Chair and Vice-
Chair will develop short summaries for each of the potential future 
study topics and will reach out to NGAC members for additional 
insight.  

Next NGAC Meeting

The next meeting of the NGAC is scheduled for December 9-10, 
2020. Additional information will be provided prior to the meeting.
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Geospatial Data Act Update



Geospatial Data Act Update

Topics:

• Development of NSDI Strategic Plan
Carrie Stokes, USAID

• GDA Work Group Activities
Amy Nelson, DOT and Lorna Schmid, FGDC OS

• 2020 GDA Report to Congress
Ivan DeLoatch, FGDC OS
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Steering Committee Approval Votes 
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Activity Voting Dates

FGDC Template for Covered Agency 
Geospatial Strategies

Voting Closed 9/11/2020 –
9/25/2020

Common Template for Covered 
Agency Annual Reports

Voting Closed 10/9/2020 –
10/21/2020

NSDI Strategic Plan Active Voting 10/22/2020 –
11/5/2020

GDA Report to Congress Finalizing Draft for 
Approval

TBD

Common Template for Lead 
Covered Agency Annual Report

TBD



NSDI Strategic Plan Session

FGDC Steering Committee Meeting
October 29, 2020
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NSDI Planning Approach

• Collaborative approach, partnership with NGAC NSDI 
subcommittee

• Outreach – NSDI Leaders Forum sessions, inputs from 
FGDC agencies, NGAC subcommittee, partners

• Alignment with related data initiatives:
o Evidence Act/OPEN Government Data Act

o Federal Data Strategy

o UN-GGIM Integrated Geospatial Information Framework 
(IGIF)
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FGDC/NGAC Teams

NGAC NSDI Subcommittee FGDC NSDI Core Team

Focus: Development of draft Mission, 
Vision, Guiding Principles; ongoing feedback

Focus: Development of draft Strategic Plan; 
stakeholder outreach

Team Members:
• May Yuan – Chair
• Chad Baker
• Gar Clarke 
• Bobbi Lenczowski
• Mark Reichardt
• Tim Trainor

Team Members:
• Ivan DeLoatch (FGDC) – Co-Lead
• Carrie Stokes (USAID) – Co-Lead
• Pamela Isom (Dept of Energy)
• Lynda Liptrap (Census)
• Gita Urban-Mathieux (USGS)
• Mark Reichardt (NGAC liaison)
• Bobbi Lenczowski (NGAC liaison)
• Ken Shaffer (FGDC)
• John Mahoney (FGDC)
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NSDI Leaders Forum Sessions

March 10 Meeting

• Focus: Mission, Vision, Guiding Principles

May 28 Meeting

• Focus: Strategic Goals & Objectives

Participation

Leaders of key geospatial organizations and                               
professional associations. Participants from 14 organizations.

Purpose

Input and dialogue with key partner organizations on development of 
strategic plan, role of partners, and suggestions for additional 
improvements.
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NSDI Plan – Comment Periods

1. Initial Comment Period – May/June
• Distributed to FGDC and NGAC members
• 110 comments from 25 FGDC reps/NGAC members

2. Public Comment Period – August/September
• Distributed broadly for public comment
• 62 comments from 16 organizations and individuals
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Public Comments – Key Issues

• Emphasize the need for improved State-Federal engagement, and 
collaboration with partners 

• Emphasize importance of acquisition of data

• Various editorial changes

• Clarification of language, reduce acronyms/jargon

• Address:
o Data preservation 

o Coordination with other Federal data standards bodies & utilization of OGC-compliant open 
standards

o Reference to licensing and use agreements

• Need for resources being available to implement the plan

• Improve references to protection of PII

• Importance of performance metrics/measuring progress via dashboards

• Importance of the private sector
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Final Draft NSDI Plan

23

• Final Draft Plan addresses 
comments received through 
Public Comment Period & recent 
meetings with Steering 
Committee, NGAC, and Leaders 
Forum group

• Endorsed by NGAC on Oct 27

• Distributed to Steering 
Committee for electronic vote on 
October 22.  

• Steering Committee votes due 
by November 5
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Implementation - Next Steps

Initial Implementation Milestones 

NSDI Strategic Plan and Agency Geospatial Strategy Implementation 

Timeframe Activity 

October 2020 NSDI strategic plan approved by the FGDC Steering 
Committee/endorsed by the NGAC 

December 2020 FGDC covered agencies complete geospatial strategies 
required by the GDA (in support of the NSDI strategic plan) 

March 2021 NSDI implementation plan completed 
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Questions?
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GDA Working Group Update

FGDC Steering Committee Meeting

October 29, 2020
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GDA Working Group

• FGDC-sponsored interagency GDA Working Group formed in 
November 2019; over a dozen agencies meeting bi-weekly

• Initial coordination priorities:

• Covered Agency Reports

• National Geospatial Data Asset / Lead Covered Agency Reports

• Agency Inspector General Audits

• FGDC Report to Congress

• NSDI Strategic Plan & Covered Agency Geospatial Strategies  
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GDA Working Group Member List

29

Note:  Currently no WG members from HHS, Labor, NARA, NSF, SBA, SSA, Treasury, and USAID

Agency GDA WG Members
Agriculture Shirley Hall, Lisa McBride
Commerce - Census Dierdre Bevington-Attardi, Monique Eleby, Karla Riso
Commerce – NOAA MeiLing Freeman, Kim Valentine

DOI
USGS
FGDC OS

Tod Dabolt, Joel Schlagel, Deidre McCarthy
Michael Tischler, Debbie Fugate, 
Ivan DeLoatch, Ken Shaffer, John Mahoney, Lorna Schmid

DoD - NGA Bill Mullen
Education Doug Geverdt
Energy Pam Isom, Wende Wiles, Jenifer Bauer, Renee Porter
EPA Ana Greene
GSA Valerie Butler
Homeland Security Mike Donnelly, Kimberly Pettit
HUD Ted Payne
Justice Stephanie Crews-Jones
NASA Stinger Guala
State Lee Schwartz
Transportation Amy Nelson, Raquel Wright
USACE Nancy Blyler
VA Melissa Chiu



GDA Working Group: Current priorities

• Discuss OIG audit results and widely varying audit approaches

• Liaise with FGDC reps on topics that are of interest to covered 
agencies

• Review and give feedback on CA and Strategic Plan templates

• Discuss A-16 revision and curate a list of top comments for 
OMB

• Share best practices and  clarify reporting requirements

• Keep abreast of GeoPlatform developments
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Inspector General GDA Audit Reports

Agriculture: 2 recommendations

Commerce: 6 recommendations

Education: 2 recommendations

Energy: 0 recommendations, 7 “suggestions”

HHS: 3 recommendations

DHS: 3 recommendations

GSA: 2 recommendations

HUD: 1 recommendation

Interior: 2 recommendations

Justice: 2 recommendations

Labor: 2 recommendations

NASA: 4 recommendations

State: 3 recommendations

Transportation: 13 recommendations

Treasury: 0 recommendations: conducted survey, not audit
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Covered Agency Reports

• GDA Section 759 identifies 13 requirements for Covered 
Agencies

• Standardized report template to measure agency progress and 
provide self-assessments based on common criteria and suite of 
questions for each requirement, using GeoPlatform & 
Survey123

• Results in an overall rating for each of the 13 requirements, as 
well as an initial overall rating of Covered Agency performance

• Vote on Draft Template ended 10/21

• Some late changes were submitted, recommend implementing 
them, will send summary of changes to agencies, any feedback 
by Friday, November 6.

• Testing and Account Setup to begin soon. POC: Names and Email 
will be required

• Roll-out to agency POCs to follow
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Lead Covered Agency Report

33

GDA Section 756 identifies 
requirements for Lead Covered 
Agencies (DOI, DOC, USDA, GSA, DOT)

Cross-Agency Team developing 
template addressing progress on:
A. Geospatial Data Standards
B. Nationwide Population of Data Themes
C. Actions that Support the Goals and 

Objectives in the NSDI Strategic Plan
D. Addressing User Needs 

Baseline report will document on-going 
NGDA Portfolio Community efforts that 
align with GDA requirements
Template will be provided soon for final 

agency review



NGDA Baseline Standards Inventory

34

Geospatial standards related to 173 
NGDA

Supports FDS 2020 Action Plan and 
GDA Sections 756 and 759
 Data Content Standards: Structure, 

Attributes, Accuracy, Quality, Archive, 
Transfer, and Services

Metadata Content Standards: 
Content and Exchange formats, 
Services,  and Data download

Gathered using Esri Survey 123 
through GeoPlatform

Data analysis and dashboard 
development for results has begun

Responses were due October 9, 2020 
– 75% completion to date

NGDA Theme Lead and Agency POC Dashboard 



GDA Report to Congress

FGDC Steering Committee Meeting
October 29, 2020



GDA Congressional Report: 2-Phase Approach

Phase 1: High-level GDA Report to Congress

• Will include:

• Executive Summary

• Background/Overview 

• GDA Implementation Activities to Date

• GDA Reporting – Status Report

• NGAC Inputs 

• Challenges/Recommendations

• Planned delivery date: Fall 2020
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GDA Congressional Report: 2-Phase Approach, cont’d

Phase 2: GDA Reporting Appendix 

• Will include:
• Summary of the status of each NGDA data theme and an evaluation 

of its progress
• Summary of achievements and a determination of progress of each 

covered agency in implementing their agency’s strategy for 
advancing geospatial activities appropriate to their mission

• Any comments from the covered agencies on the FGDC summary 
reports, NGAC comments on the FGDC summary reports, and any 
responses to those comments

• Planned delivery date: Posted online and provided to 
Congress in April 2021

37



Status

Status

• FGDC staff has had a series of discussions with FGDC and DOI 
leadership, congressional affairs staff, and OMB about the approach and 
timing of the report to Congress. Draft report has been reviewed by 
FGDC Chair

• FGDC interagency team has developed draft report

• Roxanne Lamb (team lead), Jen Carlino (NPS), Monique Eleby (Census), 
FGDC OS staff

• Draft report provided FGDC Steering Committee and NGAC for review on 
September 25 (comments due by October 9)

• Comments received:  371 comments from 22 organizations and 
individuals

• Based on comments, FGDC committee needs to resolve several issues
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Key Issues

Issues Requiring Resolution

• Communication on resource challenges - How does the Committee want 
to present on this topic?

• Comments ranged from – remove all references, to, directly state resources are 
required.

• Clarity on recommendations to Congress – What recommendations does 
the Committee want to put forward and how does the Committee prefer to 
provide that information?

• Review and final approval process – need direction from DOI and OMB.

Revisions to Document

• Too much detail throughout document – will condense content

• Recommendations on restructuring content – will improve flow
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Next Steps

Recommended Next Steps

• Issues need to be resolved by Steering Committee

• Document needs to be revised and finalized

• Revised draft will be provided to Steering Committee for 

adoption vote

• Final review by DOI/OMB

• Submission to Congress 
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GeoPlatform.gov Update to FGDC 
October 2020



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
42

“If the metadata ain’t great,

You must curate”

-schlagel 2020



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
43

NSDI Goal 3 – Promote open standards-based 
interoperability to enable geospatial shared services .. 
A key role for Geoplatform
• Provide accessible, high-value geospatial data and services

• Increase value and use of national data and services through 
experimentation and innovation.        

• Align Geospatial data and associated metadata for improved 
discoverability and use, interoperability, and user confidence. 



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
44

Team vision for Geoplatform in 2020

• Provide the single place to find and get the most current version of NGDA 
products and services

• Make all NGDAs discoverable, accessible, and available in open formats

• Keep data updated and track versions

• Serve a variety of communities and partners providing access to the 
authoritative data sets



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Key initiatives
• Simplify user experience 

• Establish a data pipeline to support aggregating NGDAs

• Test the new approach and prepare for the remainder of NGDAs.

• Establish complete metadata harvesting

• Support Geospatial Data Act implementation

• Provide a place where customers can harvest and build additional value-add solutions



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Engagements 

• DHS- improved interoperability for HIFLD with GP

• GSA - briefed authentication community on adoption of keycloak

• EPA - briefed geospatial community on GP direction, and a briefing on 
authentication.

• DOI - briefed open source community & geospatial advisory council on GP

• NASA - working meeting on integration of earth science products

• ESRI Federal Conference - hosted a virtual booth

• NAIP - supporting demonstration next generation aerial imagery hosting

• USACE-DOI-GP - coordination on authentication / authorization



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Significant Geoplatform
“Holiday Release”

First Release Under New IDIQ 

(we are 8 months into period of performance)



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Improved Authentication

• Geoplatform currently maintains user accounts 
and passwords for federal and non-federal 
users.  

• Costly

• Migrate to a shared GSA authentication 
platform (login.gov)

• Benefits:

• Better user experience

• Fewer help desk calls

• Increased security

• PIV holders to use their federal credentials!



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Simplified Home Page Design



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Simplify The Geoplatform Experience

Problem:  Organization of NGDA Theme Communities is Complex and 
Inconsistent, with relatively little current authoritative content 

Simplifying Content Across Geoplatform – Too Little Information in Too Many Places



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Simplified / Standardized Search



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Modern Viewer for National Geospatial Data Assets



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
53

Pipeline for Data Production Generation: 
From Metadata Discovery to Data Discovery

Geoplatform will expand support for machine readable 
metadata, automated data discovery, linked open data, 
machine learning, and modern cloud-based workflows 
including open data caches.   

This will provide the greatest value to public and industry 
for the investment in national spatial data.

Legacy Upload / Download Workflow

Modern Cloud Native Data Processing Pipeline`

Geoplatform – Support for Cloud Workflows



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Improved architecture allows for 
analysis and exploitation of metadata 

based on content, not simply reporting 
on  metadata compliance

1. Metadata Audit Report
2. Source Report
3. DG Audit Report
4. NGDA Import Report
5. NGDA Record Validation Report



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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GeoPlatform: V2 vs. V3 

FWS Dataset in V2 (Current Implementation) 



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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GeoPlatform: V2 vs. V3

FWS Dataset in V3 (Future Enhancement) Not stylized; in testing



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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GeoPlatform: V3 Demo Record to Map in Seconds

Not stylized; in testing



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Geoplatform Technical 
Team supports GDA 

Implementation



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
59

Technical Team Responses:
● POD JSON Metadata Issues: URL Documentation needs to be resolved for GP. GP needs the full metadata 

URL reference, would encourage making it a requirement to be a consistent reference. 

● Title: Currently in GP the title along with the publisher is used to uniquely identify the metadata record. If 
the title changes the next import of that record will create a new record rather than update the record. In 
the future this shouldn't be an issue for GP. 

● Dataset Identifier: A trailing slash is allowed. This will need to be unique. Prefer to recommend a set 
process, ones that let you track it back to the agency and program, to file name. (For example: 
gov.noaa.nmfs.inport:10584)

● NGDA ID# as Dataset identifier: Provide proper guidance for adding the NGDA ID# in CSDGM. That would 
be a benefit if in the absence of a better place, a keyword seems reasonable.

● Use of Ampersands in XML: Unescaped ampersands are not allowed in XML.

○ Is it feasible for GeoPlatform to escape & and other symbols as part of the validation process?

■ In GeoNetwork you can disable validation if needed.

● Use of xlinks: There are pros and cons. Con: impact on source servers if a large source of metadata needs 
to be harvested. Con: if you update contact info would it have any impact on the primary metadata 
record? Pro: metadata creators to only provide a reference link that can be changed once. 

FGDC Guidance Document Replies



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Technical Team Responses:
● Online Resource Documentation ISO 19115: An example is given but the domain is not expected which 

prevents standardizing it. We should try to find/create a domain vocabulary to use for source types. 
Indicate the format of the download, (e.g. ESRI Shapefile, ESRI Smart Data Compression). Provide a list for 
people to use. Code list exist for identifying these.

● Online Resource Description: Resource types are defined in ISO code lists (for identifying these)

● Online Resource Documentation for CSDGM: We don’t have access to revised guidance. Typically we'll get 
the ISO records from Data.gov. Data.gov transforms CSDGM to ISO and GP gets the transformed ISO.

● Online Function Code: This can lose value to consumers if they don’t know what the endpoint is. Add a list 
of services when there is a platform that can provide multiple services there is value in describing each 
unique service and format. Defined in ISO code lists.

○ Direct download data = ‘download’ and Web Services = ‘search’

■ Direct data download = physical spatial file, download

■ Web Services = microservice (MapServer, WMS,WFS, etc.) not necessarily a "search"... xyz, mvt 
(services)

● Online Resource Documentation fo CSDGM- Data Download: Can see potential value, and GP will be better 
able to descern the direct download link. 

FGDC Guidance Document Replies



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
61

Geoplatform:  “FAIR” Geospatial Data for the Nation 
(Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable))…

Geoplatform.gov current 2020 plans include:
● Establishing a maintainable data pipeline architecture to support aggregating NGDAs 

with initial demonstration of capability for address, transportation, NAIP Imagery, and 
Hydrography products. Establishing an approach to continue to build out the pipeline 
and product generation solution to support all NGDA datasets as part of the overall 
Geoplatform.gov vision.

● Where needed, establishing an open-source product generation capability to generate 
additional open-standard derivatives of NGDA datasets available for download and as 
web services to make datasets even more accessible and reusable.

● Simplify the What you see is what you get experience with preview viewer of datasets.

Goal 2

Continue to Focus on FAIR Data 
Principles Pipeline, Products, Services



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
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Pipeline

● Configurable AWS Engine architecture in place to be configurable by data asset

● Triggering on metadata update change, then doing action new file endpoint

● Address and Transportation for all files “defined” in data.gov 

● Configuration nature of adding a pipeline - Demo Hydrography for data.gov raw config 
test 

● Demonstrating how different version items are search and found and is maintained 



Towards shared geospatial knowledge and services….
63

Thank You!



Federal Data Strategy FGDC 
Actions

Ken Shaffer

FGDC

Deputy Executive 
Director



FDS FY 2020 Action Plan – FGDC Action

Action 10: Integrate Geospatial Practices into the 
Federal Data Enterprise
By December 2020, FGDC, in coordination with the OMB Federal Data 
Policy Committee (FDPC), will improve the value of, and access to, 
geospatial data and services for use across the Federal data enterprise 
and the public through the implementation of the GDA. 

Through this action, FGDC members will coordinate with their agency 
Data Governance Board (DGB), their SAOGI, and the FDPC on the use 
and integration of geospatial data into broader Federal efforts.

Proposing to close-out as many of these actions in December as 
possible.
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FDS FY 2020 Action Plan – FGDC Action

Part 1: Establish the NSDI Strategic Plan

Measure: Completion

Due: December 31, 2020

Status: On schedule for completion

Approach: An NSDI Core Team is pending FGDC approval.

Co-leads: Carrie Stokes (USAID) and Ivan DeLoatch (FGDC OS)
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SC Member ACTIONS: Vote on approving plan – due November 5, 2020.



FDS FY 2020 Action Plan – FGDC Action

Part 2: OMB SAOGI will assist the FGDC in ensuring FGDC cross-representation on appropriate data 
oversight bodies to help spatially enable the Federal data enterprise. Establish a process to 
develop consistent identification of the spatial attributes of both spatial datasets (that contain 
spatial geometry) and non-spatial datasets to facilitate machine interpretable methods of relating 
or joining data for analytics and innovation.

Measure: Number of engagements

Due: December 31, 2020

Status: Preliminary discussions with Tod Dabolt, DOI SAOGI and CDO.

PROPOSED Resolution: Identify the FGDC to CDO Liaison(s) and report number of engagements through 
December 31.

Approach: FGDC to identify CDO liaison(s). Liaison(s) will recommend approach.

Note that an action to continue engagement with the CDO Council is one of 2 proposed to OMB for the FY 
2021 FDS Action Plan for the FGDC.
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SC Member ACTIONS: 1) Identify members who are also CDO Council 
members/representatives. 2) For FGDC Decision: Identify an FGDC to CDO liaison(s).



FDS FY 2020 Action Plan – FGDC Action

Part 3(1): Publish a GeoPlatform providing standards-compliant web services 
for National Geospatial Data Assets (NGDAs).

Measure: Completion Status: On-going. 

3(1) PROPOSED Resolution: Close in December noting the standards 
compliant web services supported.

Part 3(2): Publish a GeoPlatform providing standards-compliant web services 
for National Geospatial Data Assets (NGDAs).

Measure: Percentage of NGDA data assets that are compliant
Status: On-going.

3(2) PROPOSED Resolution: Close in December noting the percent of 
compliant NGDA data asset web services being provided.
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SC Member ACTIONS: Identify FGDC lead.  For FGDC Decision: Should an extension 
be requested or close the actions with a percentage of NGDA services?



FDS FY 2020 Action Plan – FGDC Action

Part 4: GDA Lead Covered Agencies for NGDA data assets will identify, inventory, and 
publish the status and standards being used for each of the NGDA data themes 
and content and services metadata. 

Milestone: Track NGDAs for implementation of standards

Measure: Percentages of NGDAs with: i) metadata standards, ii) established content 
standards, iii) standards in process, iv) data assets not requiring standards, v) no 
established standards

Status: On-going and on-track for completion by December

PROPOSED Resolution: Close in December and report metrics i), ii), v). The metrics for iii) 
and iv) will not be captured in the initial assessment.

Approach: The NGDA Portfolio Team is conjunction with the DOI SAOGI to 1) provide an online 
survey to NGDA theme and dataset managers to create a baseline of standards to report initial 
measures, 2) propose FGDC technical guidance defining when a standard is required (this 
policy has not been created and should be part of the broader FGDC approach to standards).
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SC Member ACTIONS: 1) Identify FGDC lead. 2) Baseline standards inventory in 
process – agencies should ensure their completion. For FGDC Decision: 



FDS FY 2021 FDS – FGDC Actions Proposed to OMB

1) FGDC FDS Pilot execution Task Order awarded in September 2020. 

• Geospatial Data Act high-value federal investments and incentives 
assessment – survey of Federal agencies

• Where will potential investments/partnerships/innovation provide 
key improvements/advancements/high-value services for the NSDI

• Includes elements from the GDA, NSDI, GeoPlatform, Covid-19

Measurement: Completion

2) Continue FGDC to CDO interaction

Measurement: Number of engagements

70

SC Member ACTIONS: 1) Respond to the survey when it goes out in 2021.



Next Meetings

Steering Committee (tentative)

December 11, 2020 (Friday)

NGAC

December 9 and 10, 2020 (Wednesday and Thursday)
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Meeting Wrap-up and Actions

72

Questions?


