FGDC Homeland Security Working Group 2007 WORK PLAN 

Agency Name:  Department of Homeland Security

Lead or Co-Lead:  Scott McAfee
Subcommittee or Working Group: Homeland Security Working Group, Emergency Response Symbology Sub-Group (ERSSG)
Background:  The existing mapping practice when responding to an emergency is for each federal, State, or local governmental unit to gather and display data about the situation.  This is due to a variety of factors: dependence on symbology of available GIS software; historical or local policy and procedures; and lack of agreed upon standard set of symbols.  The importance of this becomes apparent when agencies are required to work together during an emergency situation.  Frequently maps of the same situation produced by different agencies depict the information using different symbols.  The loss in time and possible error involved when comparing and using differently symbolized information can and has hampered emergency response and placed lives and property in jeopardy.
In 2006, the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) International Committee for Information Technology Standards, Technical Committee L-1 (INCITS L-1) unanimously approved the Emergency and Hazard Management Mapping Standard - Point Symbology Standard.  
This Standard establishes a standard for point symbols when mapping for emergency management and hazard situations.  It provides the foundation for defining, developing, and communicating a common set of cartographic symbols relevant to emergency management and homeland security objectives, including:

•
reducing loss of life and property by strengthening nationwide response readiness,

•
minimizing disruptions to governmental operations, critical cyber and physical infrastructures, and socioeconomic sectors,

•
improving communications,

•
strengthening national recovery plans and capabilities,

•
promoting E-Government modernization and interoperability initiatives,

•
strengthening nationwide preparedness and mitigation against acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other emergencies, and

•
providing scalable and robust all-hazard response capability and recovery assistance.

This Standard is applicable to all organizations that create maps or otherwise display features for the emergency management or first responder communities.  It is limited at this time to support portrayal of point features that relate to the emergency management and hazard mapping disciplines.

Objectives:  There are no current year objectives for the Sub-Group.  
At this time, the work of the Emergency Response Symbology Sub-Group is suspended awaiting developments in the work associated with the DHS Geospatial Data Model (see the FGDC HSWG Content Subgroup for more information).  ERSSG work to expand the point symbol set found in the Emergency and Hazard Management Mapping Standard - Point Symbology Standard, and/or to modify symbols currently found in the standard, will be influenced by the content requirements of the data model.
Benefits or Justification/Legal Mandate:  Not applicable.
Scope of Work:   Not applicable.
Milestones, Schedule, and Budget:  Not applicable.

Performance Indicators:  Not applicable.

Identification of funding sources or requests:  No Funding is required to support this activity.

Points of Contact, Contact Info, and Area of Responsibility:


Emergency Response Symbology Sub-Group Chair:

Scott McAfee, DHS/FEMA, (202) 646-3317

