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FGDC FY 2007 Annual Report Agency Survey
Please submit responses to Patricia Phillips at paphillips@usgs.gov.

If you have questions about the survey please contact Milo Robinson mrobinson@usgs.gov 703.648.5162.

Due Date:  3 December 2007  
1. Name of Agency or Bureau:  Farm Service Agency
2. Name of Contact for Report:  Shirley Hall
Email:  Shirley.Hall@wdc.usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-3138
3. Steering Committee Member: 

Email:  Chris.Neidermayer@usda.gov


Phone:  202-690-2118
4. Coordination Group Participant(s):



Email:  Shirley.Hall@wdc.usda.gov


Phone:  202-720-3138
5. Subcommittee or Working Group Participation:  
Historical Imagery Working Group  (Brenda.simpson@slc.usda.gov, 801-844-2960)
6. Investment Profile:  Do you feel there would be value in providing a summary of federal investments in the 2007 FGDC Annual Report?
· Yes
X     No   
Comments:  
  
Success Story
7. “Spatially Understanding Our Changing World”   – Main Story
Does your Agency have a 2007 success story relating to using spatial data to understand our changing world?  Story should be anchored in NSDI (standards, metadata, partnership, or framework).  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using the “Success Story” format:

· Challenge 
· Action 
· Result 
Highlights of any additional successes related to your activities (not to exceed 4 sentences)
Agency NSDI Contribution Section

8. Does your Agency have a 2007 contribution to building the NSDI?  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using “Success Story” format:

· Challenge:  Availability of up-to-date base replacement ortho imagery for program administration and management needs.
· Action:   FSA continued to implement the National Agriculture Imagery Program, acquiring 1 meter resolution imagery in 11 states and 2 meter imagery in 3 additional states in 2007.  The program garnered over $2.7 million dollars in Federal and State agency partnership contributions.  NAIP is in the public domain, distributed through the USDA Geospatial Data Gateway and accessible through Geospatial One Stop.
· Result:  An annual program, NAIP offers timely imagery to support USDA programs and is a valuable dataset to farmers for maximizing crop output and health, as well as planning for the future.  This imagery is also used by other Federal, state and local entities, as well as commercial and private interests, providing high resolution imagery for rural areas and small to mid-size urban areas.  NAIP also offers current and consistent ortho imagery for pre disaster baseline information or post disaster assessment.
Highlights of any additional successes related to NSDI contribution response (not to exceed 4 sentences)
Metadata Section: 
8. 
Does your agency have a metadata policy? 

X    Yes           
· No 
URL (if available)___________________________________________________
9.
Who serves as your metadata point of contact? Repeat as necessary for all programs.

Name or Position:  Lori Uhlhorn

Program/Division: FSA Aerial Photography Field Office
Email:  lori.uhlhorn@slc.usda.gov

Phone:  801-844-2970


Role (check all that apply): 
X    General metadata assistance and consultation

X
Metadata edit and/or review

X
Metadata clearinghouse/collection management and publication

X
Metadata training

· Agency Metadata Working Group member

10.
Does your agency provide metadata creation/editing support?  Check all that apply: 

· For Program personnel only
X
For Agency personnel only
· For Data partners
· No metadata creation/editing support provided
11.
Does your agency provide metadata training? Check all that apply:  

· For Program personnel only
X
For Agency personnel only
· For Data partners
· For FGDC
· No metadata training provided
12.   
Indicate products for which you actively publish metadata to geodata.gov. Check all that apply:

X
Key geospatial data products

· Most geospatial data products

X
Data acquisition plans in excess of $500,000

X
Geospatial web services

13.
When contracting for data and metadata is a deliverable, do you: 

X
Specify FGDC compliant metadata.

· Provide a template as an example of the metadata to be delivered.

· Don’t specifiy metadata as a deliverable.

14.
When planning for data updates, is planning for metadata updates included?

X
Yes
· No   
Comments:    
15.
Does your agency:

Utilize a communication method to provide metadata guidance and support? Check all that apply: 

· None

· Web site

· Wiki

· Community of Practice/Interest  

· Guidance Document(s) 

X
Conference calls- may be a part of other regularly scheduled calls. 

Include metadata in position descriptions where the employee’s major activity is geospatial data or geospatial data management?
X
No

Yes
If Yes, check all that apply: 
x
Route training requests to appropriate agency training resource(s).
x
Provide agency metadata consult: agency metadata working group. 
· Represent agency at FGDC Metadata Working Group- Policy subgroup.
· Encourages agency metadata training resources to participate in FGDC Metadata Working Group- Training and Education Subgroup. 
x
Reports agency metadata implementation activities to agency GIO, CIO, and FGDC Metadata Coordinator.  
Note – responsible staff do these tasks, though not a part of the position description.
Standards Section
16.  Are FGDC-endorsed standards written into your agency's contracts?   If so, which standards?  
Metadata and Digital Orthoimagery
17.
Please check Yes/No


	Yes
	No
	

	x
	
	Does your agency participate in intra-agency or interagency standards activities not necessarily under the FGDC umbrella?

	
	x
	Does your agency participate in FGDC standards activities?

	
	x
	Does your agency participate in NSDI-related voluntary consensus standards activities, as defined by OMB Circular A-119?

	
	x
	Does your agency track resources ($ or FTE) devoted to standards?


If you replied yes to any of the above questions, please elaborate.
FSA participates in the National Digital OrthoPhotography program has a technical subcommittee that deals with standards as well as other subject mater.  USDA also has a multi-agency geo-data management team that deals with USDA standards.
18.
Who serves as your standards point of contact?

Name: Kent Williams
Email:  kent.williams@slc.usda.gov
Phone:  801-844-2908
Does your point of contact have standards activities identified as an individual performance element? no
19.
Does your Agency plan to submit a proposal for FGDC standards project, advance a draft standard for public review or advance a draft standard to endorsement through the FGDC standards process in the FY 2008? No
If so, which standards?

Training Section

20.
Who serves as your NSDI training point of contact?

Name:  Shirley Hall
Email:  Shirley.Hall@wdc.usda.gov
Phone:  202-720-3138
21. 
Did your organization host any NSDI related course in FY07?  No specific NSDI related classes, per se.  However we provide written Agency directives and hold regular conferences/communications with National and State GIS Staff that provide guidance on standards, metadata, partnership opportunities, portals, and the like.
  If so, how many courses were conducted and how many participants from each course?

22.
Of the participants, are they internal only, or offered externally to Federal, State, Local or Tribal governments?  Other organizations?
23.
Do you have a budget for NSDI related training for FY08?

· Yes

X
No
24.
How many courses are planned per year in NSDI related courses either at your training center or at another facility?  none
International Section

25.
 What international collaborative efforts have taken place with NSDIs of other nations?  n/a
26.
What international collaborative efforts are you planning with organizations of other nations?  List organizations involved, a brief summary of activities, and point(s) of contact.  n/a
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