FGDC Annual Report Agency Survey 


FGDC FY 2007 Annual Report Agency Survey
Please submit responses to Patricia Phillips at paphillips@usgs.gov.

If you have questions about the survey please contact Milo Robinson mrobinson@usgs.gov 703.648.5162.

Due Date:  3 December 2007  
1. Name of Agency or Bureau: Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
2. Name of Contact for Report:  Dr. Jon Sperling
Email:  jon.sperling@hud.gov
Phone:  (202) 402-5640
3. Steering Committee Member:  Dr. Darlene F. Williams
Email:  Darlene.F.Williams@hud.gov


Phone:  (202) 708-1600
4. Coordination Group Participant(s): Dr. Jon Sperling


Email:  jon.sperling@hud.gov


Phone:  (202) 402-5640
5. Subcommittee or Working Group Participation:  Cultural and Demographic, Cadastral, Geospatial Line of Business Geo-Enabled Business Practices Working Group 
6. Investment Profile:  Do you feel there would be value in providing a summary of federal investments in the 2007 FGDC Annual Report?
X    Yes
· No   
Comments:  
If this information is provided, we must anticipate and be comfortable with responding to future requests for more detailed reports on investments.  
Success Story
7. “Spatially Understanding Our Changing World”   – Main Story
Does your Agency have a 2007 success story relating to using spatial data to understand our changing world?  Story should be anchored in NSDI (standards, metadata, partnership, or framework).  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using the “Success Story” format:
Using Parcel Data to Support Gulf Recovery
· Challenge      
HUD has been tasked by Congress with developing long-term housing assistance to communities ravaged by Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.  In order to do this, HUD needs a clear picture of where damage occurred, the extent to which building permits have been pulled or grants provided to repair that damage, and whether (and which) neighborhood are rebounding quickly or slowly. 
· Action 
The first step was to gather parcel data, which HUD acquired from a commercial vendor working with local governments for some of the Gulf Coast areas. Although it was not possible to collect complete data for the area, the data are being standardized and improved. HUD’s Office of Policy Development & Research initiated an exploratory research project to determine if it is feasible to link information on extent of damage with measure of recovery at the neighborhood, block and individual parcel levels. 
· Result 
HUD developed an innovative methodology to link federal, state, and local data at the parcel level using address matching capabilities developed for its Geocoding Service Center. This work supports efforts by the FGDC Cadastral Committee and provides a business case to support recommendations of the 2007 National Research Council report, National Land Parcel Data: A Vision for the Future.  Results from this work also demonstrated that enhanced property or situs addresses maintained at the local government level for a polygon and/or point feature class would enable greater data sharing, linking, and collaboration possibilities across local, state and federal agencies. 
Highlights of any additional successes related to your activities (not to exceed 4 sentences)
Spatially Enabling/ Geocoding Documents on Federal Agency Web Sites

HUD has collaborated with the National Science Foundation (NSF) and University of Maryland to enhance data exploration, discovery, and mining capability within agency web repositories using a spatio-textual document search engine. This research is being conducted under the auspices of the NSF Digital Government Program.  The current exploratory application works with research documents on the HUDUSER website but promises to have wider application and use to other agencies.
Agency NSDI Contribution Section

8. Does your Agency have a 2007 contribution to building the NSDI? Yes  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using “Success Story” format:
Geocoding Service Across Agencies

· Challenge   
One of the major impediments to enabling a more robust NSDI is the poor quality of existing address information, inconsistent use of base maps and geocoding services within and across agencies, and lack of understanding within agencies of the critical importance of address information in a geospatial IT environment. Most federal agencies require geocoding services to geo-enable program, administrative, or survey data. Addresses are the primary spatial key for visualizing, querying, and integrating most federal agency resources and assets.  Currently, most geocoding is done in an ad hoc manner using many staff resources with little coordination across program areas or agencies. As a result, there are increasing concerns with cost, duplication of effort, data quality, consistency, and data sharing. Several agencies would like to develop their own or use existing geocoding service centers. This development reflects the growing interest, use, and integration of geographic information systems with existing information technology to better manage each agencies programs and assets. Within this scenario, DHHS/NCHS needed to geocode its national health survey and was interested in finding the best long-term solution for its needs. 
· Action 
HUD and DHHS/NCHS signed a Memorandum of Understanding to geocode their National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey using HUD’s enterprise Geocoding Service Center (GSC).  Geographic information is integral to nearly all HUD programs. The GSC supports 17 HUD data systems, processes 130 million addresses annually and features the highest standards of address validation with quick turnaround times tailored to customer needs-- in both a secure and confidential environment.  HUD and NCHS staff developed and implemented protocols to ensure that the strict NCHS data confidentiality and security requirements were met.  
· Result 
The address data was submitted to HUD’s GSC, processed, geo-enabled with latitude/longitude coordinates and requested legal, statistical, and administrative geographies, and returned within minutes along with many additional census, postal, and other attributes. This effort not only served DHHS/NCHS mission needs but may serve as a model for interagency collaboration and a potential cross-agency geo-enabled service. All technical, legal, and administrative issues were resolved effectively – no small feat given the highly confidential nature of this data from another agency – and the MOU was successfully implemented. 
Highlights of any additional successes related to NSDI contribution response (not to exceed 4 sentences)
Metadata Section: 
8. 
Does your agency have a metadata policy? 

X    Yes           
· No 
URL (if available)___________________________________________________
9.
Who serves as your metadata point of contact? Repeat as necessary for all programs.

Name or Position:  Jon Sperling, Manager, Geographic Information Analysis

Program/Division:  Office of Policy Development & Research
Email:  jon.sperling@hud.gov

Phone:  202 402-5640


Role (check all that apply): 
· General metadata assistance and consultation

· Metadata edit and/or review

 X   Metadata clearinghouse/collection management and publication

· Metadata training

· Agency Metadata Working Group member

10.
Does your agency provide metadata creation/editing support?  Check all that apply: 

· For Program personnel only
· For Agency personnel only
· For Data partners
X
No metadata creation/editing support provided
11.
Does your agency provide metadata training? Check all that apply:  

· For Program personnel only
· For Agency personnel only
· For Data partners
· For FGDC
X    No metadata training provided
12.   
Indicate products for which you actively publish metadata to geodata.gov. Check all that apply:

X   Key geospatial data products

X   Most geospatial data products

X   Data acquisition plans in excess of $500,000

X   Geospatial web services

13.
When contracting for data and metadata as a deliverable, do you: 

X    Specify FGDC compliant metadata.  
· Provide a template as an example of the metadata to be delivered.

· Don’t specify metadata as a deliverable.

14.
When planning for data updates, is planning for metadata updates included?

                    X   Yes
· No   
Comments:    
15.
Does your agency:

Utilize a communication method to provide metadata guidance and support? Check all that apply: 

· None

· Web site

· Wiki

X    Community of Practice/Interest  

· Guidance Document(s) 

· Conference calls- may be a part of other regularly scheduled calls. 

Include metadata in position descriptions where the employee’s major activity is geospatial data or geospatial data management?
                    X    No
· Yes
If Yes, check all that apply: 
· Route training requests to appropriate agency training resource(s).
· Provide agency metadata consult: agency metadata working group. 
· Represent agency at FGDC Metadata Working Group- Policy subgroup.
· Encourages agency metadata training resources to participate in FGDC Metadata Working Group- Training and Education Subgroup. 
· Reports agency metadata implementation activities to agency GIO, CIO, and FGDC Metadata Coordinator.  
Standards Section
16.  Are FGDC-endorsed standards written into your agency's contracts?   If so, which standards?  Content Standard for Digital Geospatial Metadata
17.
Please check Yes/No


	Yes
	No
	

	 X
	
	Does your agency participate in intra-agency or interagency standards activities not necessarily under the FGDC umbrella?

	 X
	
	Does your agency participate in FGDC standards activities?

	 X
	
	Does your agency participate in NSDI-related voluntary consensus standards activities, as defined by OMB Circular A-119?

	
	    X
	Does your agency track resources ($ or FTE) devoted to standards?


If you replied yes to any of the above questions, please elaborate.
HUD supports standards-based activities to ensure data quality, consistency, and usability across domains. 
18.
Who serves as your standards point of contact?  
Name:  Jon Sperling
Email:   jon.sperling@hud.gov
Phone:  202 402-5640
Does your point of contact have standards activities identified as an individual performance element? No
19.
Does your Agency plan to submit a proposal for FGDC standards project, advance a draft standard for public review or advance a draft standard to endorsement through the FGDC standards process in the FY 2008?   No
If so, which standards?

Training Section

20.
Who serves as your NSDI training point of contact?  N/A
Name:  
Email:  
Phone:  
21. 
Did your organization host any NSDI related course in FY07?  No
  If so, how many courses were conducted and how many participants from each course?

22.
Of the participants, are they internal only, or offered externally to Federal, State, Local or Tribal governments?  Other organizations?
23.
Do you have a budget for NSDI related training for FY08?  
· Yes

X     No
24.
How many courses are planned per year in NSDI related courses either at your training center or at another facility? N/A
International Section

25.
 What international collaborative efforts have taken place with NSDIs of other nations?  None
26.
What international collaborative efforts are you planning with organizations of other nations?  List organizations involved, a brief summary of activities, and point(s) of contact. None
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