FGDC Annual Report Agency Survey 


FGDC FY 2007 Annual Report Agency Survey
Please submit responses to Patricia Phillips at paphillips@usgs.gov.

If you have questions about the survey please contact Milo Robinson mrobinson@usgs.gov 703.648.5162.

Due Date:  3 December 2007  

1. Name of Agency or Bureau:  Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA
2. Name of Contact for Report:

Email: Tommie.Parham@ftw.usda.gov 
Phone: 817-509-3420
3. Steering Committee Member: 

Email: Chris S. Niedermayer, E-government Executive, Office of the Chief Information Officer, USDA



Phone: 202-720-8833
4. Coordination Group Participant(s):



Name


Email




Phone   


Sheryl Kunickis 

Sheryl.Kunickis@wdc.usda.gov 

301-504-2307



Marisa Capriotti

Marisa.Capriotti@wdc.usda.gov

301-504-2352



Tommie Parham
Tommie.Parham@ftw.usda.gov

817-509-3420



Steve Nechero

Steven.Nechero@ftw.usda.gov  

817-509-3366

5. Subcommittee or Working Group Participation:  NRCS Participants listed below.

Spatial Climate Working Group (Inactive)



Name


Email




Phone   



Jan Curtis (chair) 
Jan.Curtis@por.usda.gov 

503-414-3017



Phil Pasteris 

Phil.Pasteris@por.usda.gov        
503-414-3058



Laura Davenport
Laura.Davenport@ftw.usda.gov

817-509-3379


Paul Fukuhara 

Paul.Fukuhara@ftw.usda.gov 

817-509-3395

Soils Subcommittee (Inactive)


Name


Email




Phone   



Jennifer Sweet  (chair) 
Jennifer.Sweet@ftw.usda.gov

817-509-3421



Sharon Waltman
Sharon.Waltman@wv.usda.gov

304-293-8232











Ext 6105

Sample Inventory and Monitoring of Natural Resources and the Environment (SIMNRE)  (Inactive)


Name


Email




Phone   

Jeff Goebel (chair) 
jeff.goebel@wdc.usda.gov 

301-504-2341


Metadata Working Group 


Name


Email




Phone   


Larry Davis

Larry.Davis@ftw.usda.gov

817-509-3378
Sustainable Forest Data Work Group
Name


Email




Phone   
Jeff Goebel

jeff.goebel@wdc.usda.gov 

301-504-2341



Earth Cover Work Group (Inactive)
Name


Email




Phone   
Tom Iivari (chair) (Retired)
Federal Geodetic Control Subcommittee

Name


Email




Phone   
Mike Rasher

Mike.Rasher@ftw.usda.gov  

817-509-3350
Geologic Data Subcommittee

Name


Email




Phone   
Jerry Bernard

Jerry.Bernard@wdc.usda.gov

(202) 720-5356
Spatial Water Data Subcommittee

Name


Email




Phone   
Steven Nechero

Steven.Nechero@ftw.usda.gov
 
817-509-3366
Marisa Capriotti 

(Alternate)

Marisa.Capriotti@wdc.usda.gov

301-504-2352
Vegetation Subcommittee

Name


Email




Phone  
Dennis Thompson 
Dennis.Thompson@wdc.usda.gov 
202-720-5010

Wetlands Subcommittee

Name


Email




Phone  
Jeff Goebel

jeff.goebel@wdc.usda.gov 

301-504-2341

Norman Melvin

Norman.Melvin@ftw.usda.gov

817-509-3572
6. Investment Profile:  Do you feel there would be value in providing a summary of federal investments in the 2007 FGDC Annual Report?

· Yes
· No   
Comments:  
Yes, we could report what we spend on geospatial data.  (imagery, elevation, etc.)

  
Success Story
7. “Spatially Understanding Our Changing World”   – Main Story
Does your Agency have a 2007 success story relating to using spatial data to understand our changing world?  Story should be anchored in NSDI (standards, metadata, partnership, or framework).  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using the “Success Story” format:

· Challenge 
· Action 
· Result 
Highlights of any additional successes related to your activities (not to exceed 4 sentences)
The Geospatial Data Gateway project has been the USDA Service Center agencies geospatial portal since February 2001.  We are continually adding new data and enhancing our current data services.  The challenge has been to keep our data services for 30 meter and 10 meter elevation data current.  This past year in partnership with USGS EROS data center we added the National Elevation Database (NED) to our site by loading db table spaces.  This action refreshes the data in a more efficient fashion that the system we used before.  The result is that USDA has access to more current information and it also gives customers the option of ordering the data in UTM,

Agency NSDI Contribution Section

8. Does your Agency have a 2007 contribution to building the NSDI?  If so, please send a brief description of the accomplishment using “Success Story” format:

· Challenge

· Action 
· Result 
Highlights of any additional successes related to NSDI contribution response (not to exceed 4 sentences)
NRCS continues to maintain our NSDI gateway clearinghouse node to expose our metadata available via the Geospatial Data Gateway.

Metadata Section: 
8. 
Does your agency have a metadata policy? 

· Yes 
· No 
URL (if available)___________________________________________________
9.
Who serves as your metadata point of contact? Repeat as necessary for all programs.
Name or Position:  Steven Nechero


Program/Division: National Cartography and Geospatial Center/

Technology Applications Team

Email:  Steven.Nechero@ftw.usda.gov

Phone:  817-509-3366
Name or Position:  Larry Davis

Program/Division: National Cartography and Geospatial Center/

Geospatial Technology Services Team
Email:  Larry.Davis@ftw.usda.gov

Phone:  817-509-3378

Name or Position:  Kristie McLeroy


Program/Division:  National Cartography and Geospatial Center/


Resource Technology Branch


Email:  Kristie.McLeroy@ftw.usda.gov

Phone:  817-509-

Note:  Larry Davis will be retiring at the end of this calendar year.


Role (check all that apply): All items apply
· General metadata assistance and consultation

· Metadata edit and/or review

· Metadata clearinghouse/collection management and publication

· Metadata training

· Agency Metadata Working Group member

10.
Does your agency provide metadata creation/editing support?  Check all that apply: 

· For Program personnel only
· For Agency personnel only (Yes)
· For Data partners
· No metadata creation/editing support provided
We provide metadata support for agency personnel only

11.
Does your agency provide metadata training? Check all that apply:  

· For Program personnel only
· For Agency personnel only (Yes)
· For Data partners
· For FGDC
· No metadata training provided 
NRCS has developed the capability to provide metadata training to agency personnel.  The NCGC GIS Training team developed PowerPoint presentations that had screen captures of the custom ESRI metadata template that can be populated using ArcMap or ArcCatalog.  The training materials are designed for self paced training.
12.   
Indicate products for which you actively publish metadata to geodata.gov. Check all that apply:

· Key geospatial data products (Yes)
· Most geospatial data products (Yes)
· Data acquisition plans in excess of $500,000 (Yes)
· Geospatial web services

Under the Data Category “Agriculture” you will find the link to the Geospatial Data Gateway:  http://datagateway.nrcs.usda.gov/    All data produced and financed by USDA SCA is made available via the gateway and has metadata for each data product.  The web services are not linked to Geodata.gov at this time.  This would be a good goal for FY2008.
13.
When contracting for data and metadata is a deliverable, do you: 

· Specify FGDC compliant metadata. (Yes)
· Provide a template as an example of the metadata to be delivered.

· Don’t specify metadata as a deliverable.
We specify FGDC compliant metadata
14.
When planning for data updates, is planning for metadata updates included?

· Yes
· No   
Comments:    Yes, we strive to modernize our metadata records as we refresh our data in our Geospatial Data Warehouse.  We are also working on adding our process steps dynamically into our metadata records.
15.
Does your agency:

Utilize a communication method to provide metadata guidance and support? Check all that apply: 

· None

· Web site (Yes)
· Wiki

· Community of Practice/Interest  

· Guidance Document(s)  Yes, our metadata standard is posted on the USDA Service Center Data Management site
· Conference calls- may be a part of other regularly scheduled calls. 

Include metadata in position descriptions where the employee’s major activity is geospatial data or geospatial data management? Yes
· No
· Yes
If Yes, check all that apply: 
· Route training requests to appropriate agency training resource(s). (No)
· Provide agency metadata consult: agency metadata working group. (Yes) 
· Represent agency at FGDC Metadata Working Group- Policy subgroup. (Yes)
· Encourages agency metadata training resources to participate in FGDC Metadata Working Group- Training and Education Subgroup. (Yes)
· Reports agency metadata implementation activities to agency GIO, CIO, and FGDC Metadata Coordinator.  (Yes)
Standards Section
16.  Are FGDC-endorsed standards written into your agency's contracts?   If so, which standards?

17.
Please check Yes/No


	Yes
	No
	

	     X 
	
	Does your agency participate in intra-agency or interagency standards activities not necessarily under the FGDC umbrella?

	     X 
	
	Does your agency participate in FGDC standards activities?

	     X
	
	Does your agency participate in NSDI-related voluntary consensus standards activities, as defined by OMB Circular A-119?

	
	     X
	Does your agency track resources ($ or FTE) devoted to standards?


If you replied yes to any of the above questions, please elaborate.
NRCS reviews draft standards brought forward to the FGDC Coordination Group for adoption as a FGDC standards, providing ‘votes’ for adoption through USDA.
NRCS has membership in both NDOP, and NDEP Steering committees and subcommittees.
NRCS participated in the National Lidar Iniative meeting last Feb 2007 in Reston, VA and is working to provide high resolution business requirements to support a national program.

NRCS participated in a meeting with USGS and EPA to modernize the Watershed Boundaries Database (WBD) standards in Madison, WI to upgrade the 2.0 standard and develop a migration path to get the guidelines into a FGDC template. 

18.
Who serves as your standards point of contact? 
POC dependent on topic. For geospatial – Steve Nechero 

Name:  Steve Nechero
Email:  Steven.Nechero@ftw.usda.gov 
Phone:  817 509 3366 
Does your point of contact have standards activities identified as an individual performance element? No
19.
Does your Agency plan to submit a proposal for FGDC standards project, advance a draft standard for public review or advance a draft standard to endorsement through the FGDC standards process in the FY 2008? If so, which standards?

In partnership with EPA and USGS – submission of proposal for delineation of hydrologic unit boundaries – already on the worklist.  
Training Section

20.
Who serves as your NSDI training point of contact?

Name:  Tommie Parham 

Email:  Tommie.Parham@ftw.usda.gov
Phone:  817-509-3420
21. 
Did your organization host any NSDI related course in FY07?   If so, how many courses were conducted and how many participants from each course?

Unsure how to define “NSDI related”.   Importance of digital data, standards, accuracy, impact on programs and the like are woven into variety of training sessions but number unknown.
The NRCS GIS Strategy addressed the need for standards, specifications and best practices for geospatially enabling program data.
22.
Of the participants, are they internal only, or offered externally to Federal, State, Local or Tribal governments?  Other organizations?
Assuming accurate interpretation of “NSDI related”, both internal and external are involved in program specific training that includes the importance of digital data.
23.
Do you have a budget for NSDI related training for FY08?

· Yes

· No    We do not have a training class or budget specifically focused on the NSDI.
24.
How many courses are planned per year in NSDI related courses either at your training center or at another facility? 
N/A, based on answer to question 23

International Section

25.
 What international collaborative efforts have taken place with NSDIs of other nations?
NRCS works collaboratively with other nations in the development of their resource inventories, including soil survey data. These efforts are not solely focused on the NSDI but rather building datasets of value to the respective nations.
26.
What international collaborative efforts are you planning with organizations of other nations?  List organizations involved, a brief summary of activities, and point(s) of contact.
NRCS has an International Division that responds to the technical requests of many nations.  Efforts vary based on funding availability. Contact Melvin Westbrook, Director, International Division, NRCS  Email -  melvin.westbrook@wdc.usda.gov  phone 301-504-2269
October 2, 2006
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