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June 4, 2007

Julie Maitra

Federal Geographic Data Committee Secretariat
Reston, Virginia

USA

Dear Ms. Maitra:

Attached are comments, compiled by the Technical Committee of the Canadian National Vegetation Classification (CNVC), on the FGDC’s draft National Vegetation Classification Standard, Version 2.0. Comments attempt to follow the format recommended by the Standards Working Group Review Guidelines: Review Comment Template.
Overall, the CNVC Technical Committee feels that the proposed revised hierarchy for the USNVC (Section 2) is greatly improved over the preceding version and has considerable merit as a hierarchical structure for describing vegetation conditions at multiple conceptual and spatial scales. The Technical Committee has recommended that the CNVC adopt provisionally the proposed USNVC hierarchy for purposes of testing it at multiple levels in a variety of Canadian vegetation conditions. To this end, a series of pilot exercises are planned for this fiscal year.
Likewise, the general principles outlined in the process standard (Section 3) for data collection/management, peer review, and classification/naming/description of vegetation types is broadly endorsed by the CNVC Technical Committee. Wherever possible, the Technical Committee will promote the application of the USNVC process standard within CNVC standard protocols. CNVC standards are currently evolving as we work towards developing and describing associations for Canadian forests/woodlands and start the process of testing other hierarchical levels in the Canadian context. Although the technical approaches are common between countries, some of the administrative circumstances surrounding vegetation classification development within the jurisdictional framework of Canada differ from those within the United States. Consequently, some of the protocols proposed in Section 3 (for example, a publicly accessible and searchable plot database) cannot be implemented in Canada at this time.
We hope that these comments are helpful to the FGDC review process and look forward to viewing the revised U.S. vegetation classification standard in the near future. 

Sincerely

Ken Baldwin

Co-chair

CNVC Technical Committee
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