October 7, 2005


NSDI Training Program
USGS Geospatial Liaison Training Needs Assessment

Subject: NSDI Data Themes
Liaison Training Needs reference: ‘Data Theme Knowledge’
Liaison Ranked Priority:  Medium
Description:

Please provide a brief description that highlights key topic areas and fundamental questions that the training should address.  
A primary function of the USGS Geospatial Liaisons is to advise and consult on NSDI data themes, and in particular, the eight themes included in The National Map.  Liaisons need an institutional, historic and future programmatic understanding of these data themes.  Specifically they need to:
· Know the appropriate roles of the USGS and partners in the development and maintenance of each data theme
· Have a basic understanding of these data are produced and maintained

· Know how local data can be integrated into existing national coverages

· Understand annual USGS program guidance and funding to support these themes
· Be aware of new technology that will evolve these themes
· Be aware of trends and applications relating to the data theme.

Expected Training Outcomes:

After completing this training the liaison should be able to:

_X_
Explain the program to a partner


e.g. What is NSDI?

_X_
Enroll the partner in the program


e.g. How do access the NSDI?
_X_
Assist the partner in program implementation


e.g. How do contribute to the NSDI?

_X_
Provide the partner ongoing implementation support

e.g. Who do I contact for guidance on development of an NSDI Transportation data set??

Training Format:

Select those necessary to achieve the above training outcomes:

_X_
Library of factsheets, PPTs, and other documents

_X_
As needed telecons and demonstrations

_X_
Participation in available workshops sponsored by others

_X_
Part of a standard training program for new liaisons

_X
Occasional liaison-oriented workshops

_X
Part of a standard continuing education program for
liaisons – as technology and programs evolve
_X_
Other (please describe) a brief update by program lead at NSGIC or other annual or mid-year meeting.
Comments:

Provide any additional information necessary to address liaison-specific training needs regarding the subject:

Some of the need is a matter of communication of policy and NGPO direction, while other aspects of it are truly training topics (for example, how is lidar data used to extract structures data).
Contributing this information
Name:  Lance Clampitt, Vicki Lukas
Email:  lsclampitt@usgs.gov
Date:  October 17th, 2005
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