October 7, 2005


NSDI Training Program
USGS Geospatial Liaison Training Needs Assessment

Subject: Creating. Using and Promoting Geospatial Metadata
Liaison Training Needs reference: ‘Metadata’
Liaison Ranked Priority: Medium
Description:

Please provide a brief description that highlights key topic areas and fundamental questions that the training should address.

Metadata Training should include basic information about the value of metadata, metadata standards, methods for using metadata, tools for creating metadata, and enable liaisons to assist partners in creating and utilizing metadata. More specifically, the training should address the following questions:

· What is geospatial metadata?

· What is the role of metadata within the NSDI?

· What benefits will partners receive from developing metadata?

· What are the GOS and TNM metadata requirements?

· What metadata standard should I use?

· What metadata tool should I use?

· What formats of metadata are there (xml, txt….)?

· How are metadata served / stored (metadata server, web file…..)?

· How do I maintain and use the metadata?

· Are there resources that can help me in the metadata process?

· What are the trends in Metadata training?

· When and how are we moving to automatic parsing of metadata?

· What training is available and where?

Expected Training Outcomes:

After completing this training the liaison should be able to:

_X_
Explain the program to a partner


e.g. What is geospatial metadata?

_X_
Enroll the partner in the program


e.g. Why should I write metadata?
_X_
Assist the partner in program implementation


e.g. Where do I get training?

___
Provide the partner ongoing implementation support


e.g. How do I fill out Element X?
Training Format:

Select those necessary to achieve the above training outcomes:

_X_
Library of factsheets, PPTs, and other documents

__
As needed telecons and demonstrations

_X_
Participation in available workshops sponsored by others

_X
Part of a standard training program for new liaisons

__
Occasional liaison-oriented workshops

__
Part of a standard continuing education program for
liaisons

__
Other (please describe)

Comments:

Provide any additional information necessary to address liaison-specific training needs regarding the subject:

It is important that we are able to make the business case for metadata implementation to our partners.
Liaison contributing this information
Name:  Lance Clampitt, Vicki Lukas

Email:  lsclampitt@usgs.gov; vlukas@usgs.gov
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