October 7, 2005


NSDI Training Program
USGS Geospatial Liaison Training Needs Assessment

Subject: Participating In The National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI)
Liaison Training Needs reference: ‘NSDI and NGPO Programs – what are we promoting, what are the messages’
Liaison Ranked Priority: High

Description:

Please provide a brief description that highlights key topic areas and fundamental questions that the training should address.

NSDI Training should include information about the role and purpose of the NSDI, explain the components of the NSDI, clearly outline NSDI management, highlight methods of participation, and enable liaisons to assist partners in contributing toward the NSDI. More specifically, the training should address the following questions:

· What are the benefits of NSDI participation?

· How do the NGPO, FGDC, GOS, The National Map, and The National Atlas relate to each other and to the NSDI?

· How do Liaisons relate these components to state and local governments?

· What are the NSDI components (framework data, metadata, Clearinghouse, standards, partnerships, etc.)

· How does one help ‘build the NSDI’?

· What are the requirements of the NSDI?

· What is Circular A-16 and does it apply to me?
· What are the current programmatic directions of NGPO to advance the NSDI, and what are we promoting to partners?

Expected Training Outcomes:

After completing this training the liaison should be able to:

_X_
Explain the program to a partner


e.g. What is NSDI?

_X_
Enroll the partner in the program


e.g. How do access the NSDI?
_X_
Assist the partner in program implementation


e.g. How do contribute to the NSDI?

_X_
Provide the partner ongoing implementation support

e.g. Who do I contact for guidance on development of an NSDI Transportation data set??
Training Format:

Select those necessary to achieve the above training outcomes:

_X_
Library of factsheets, PPTs, and other documents

_X_
As needed telecons and demonstrations

__
Participation in available workshops sponsored by others

_X_
Part of a standard training program for new liaisons

__
Occasional liaison-oriented workshops

__
Part of a standard continuing education program for
liaisons

__
Other (please describe)

Comments:

Provide any additional information necessary to address liaison-specific training needs regarding the subject:

It is important that we are able to clearly explain the relationship among the NGPO programs and their individual contributions toward the NSDI.  Equally important are the roles of our partners in building the NSDI.  A large part of this need is about consistent communications from NGPO leadership, rather than a need for introductory-level training.  Monthly cyber seminars being implemented starting on Nov. 9 by Hank Garie to answer liaison questions should go a long way in meeting this need.  The following is a summary question that is being posed to Hank for this forum:
“As was evident at NSGIC, NGPO national activities (The National Map, GOS, FGDC 50 States Initiative, "system of systems", Project Bluebook, GIS for the Nation, GIS for the Gulf, etc.) are beginning to look confusing to partners.  Please define these in terms of whether they are programs, conceptual ideas, products, tools, or initiatives and what the relationships are between them.  Note that any written clarification that would help distinguish the respective roles of these components and their relationships would help considerably.  For example – how is “GIS for the Nation” different from “The National Map”, and how was “GIS for the Gulf” funded and how can other geography be similarly financed.”
Liaison contributing this information
Name:  Lance Clampitt, Vicki Lukas

Email:  lsclampitt@usgs.gov; vlukas@usgs.gov
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